


 (
PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY– UNI
ON FOR THE
MEDITERRANEAN
ASSEMBLÉE PARLEMENTAİRE – UNİON POUR LA MÉDİTERRANÉE
الجمعية البرلمانية لالتحاد من اجل المتوسط
) Committee on Economic and Financial Affairs, Social Affairs and Education


[bookmark: Taslak_Tutanaklar]Draft Meeting Minutes

İstanbul, Türkiye - CVK Park Bosphorus Hotel

Friday, January 27, 2023
10.00-13.00

Chaired by the GNAT, the Parliamentary Assembly of the Union for the Mediterranean (PA-UfM) Economic and Financial Affairs, Social Affairs and Education Committee Meeting was held in İstanbul on January 27, 2023. The meeting was presided by the PA-UfM Turkish Group Head and İstanbul MP Mr. Şamil AYRIM, and it hosted delegations from member states including Algeria, Germany, Jordan, Latvia, Malta, Morocco, Portugal, Slovenia, Spain and Türkiye.

PA-UfM Turkish Group Head Şamil AYRIM launched the meeting after the minutes of the previous meeting held in Brussels in 2021 were confirmed. He expressed his complacence with holding the first in-person meeting of the Economic Committee after such a long hiatus.
He extended his kind regards to the Moroccan House of Representatives for their contributions as the current term President of the PA-UfM.

Next, he proceeded with his opening speech. His remarks can be summarized as follows:

There has been a shift in humanity’s balance of powers, supply chains have been fractured, the world has been going through a period marked by serious tests across a wide range of fields including economy, food security, energy and international relations, and new challenges such as climate change, Islamophobia and xenophobia have been added to the list of preexisting problems like terrorism, racism and immigration;

Attacks against Islam and Muslims have taken different forms, these attacks have been targeting the lives and dignity of Muslims, while racist and far-right groups seize every opportunity to take wicked actions aimed at systematically discrediting the sacred values of Islam;

Driven by its growing capacities and capabilities, Türkiye has been implementing its foreign policy which is inspired by the principle of "Peace at Home, Peace in the World" as its founding philosophy, by adopting an Entrepreneurial and Humanitarian approach, in an effort to promote security, stability and prosperity not only in its immediate circles but also at the international level.

Globalization and technological transformation is an undeniable reality for our economies; we always keep in mind that what needs to be done is to carry out comprehensive reform efforts across these areas thus maintaining our competitiveness; in our endeavors to promote socioeconomic development, we place great importance on an understanding of democratic, inclusive and transparent administration that is governed by the rule of law, which are eternal values, instead of sticking to casual discourses; we call for the removal of barriers to agricultural transformation and  trading of agricultural products in an effort to end hunger, ensure food security and improve nutrition; we recommend that social economy, social entrepreneurship and social innovation is embraced as a more resilient and inclusive model to address unemployment and create jobs.

Eda Demir, Head of Agriculture and Fisheries Department of the Directorate for EU Affairs at the Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs gave a presentation.

As part of her presentation entitled “Global Food Security” Eda Demir -Head of Agriculture and Fisheries Department of the Directorate for EU Affairs shared the latest data on food insecurity, and addressed the drivers and triggers of food security as well as how they are interlinked.  Having also talked about the recent international events designed to explore this issue, Demir cited the decisions taken at these events as well as their highlights.

Suggesting that approximately 2.3 billion people around the world suffered from moderate to severe food insecurity, and that more than 3 billion people could not afford a healthy diet, Demir went on to say that the root causes of food insecurity were poverty and conflicts as well as economic and environmental issues. Demir underlined that, while working towards 2030 Sustainable Development Goals, efforts for ending hunger and ensuring food security have regressed over the past few years, and an unprecedented global food crisis broke out in 2022. Pointing out to Türkiye’s hard work and diplomatic achievements in overcoming the food security problem which was exacerbated by the war between Ukraine and Russia, Demir also provided an update on the Black Sea Grain Initiative.

As part of her presentation, in addition to suggesting that the need for redesigning the agri-food systems and transitioning to more durable and sustainable food systems was emphasized at international events, Demir provided a digest of an analysis of main drivers of food security published by the European Commission as well as the outcomes of the FAO report titled “The future of food and agriculture – Drivers and triggers for transformation”. Demir underlined that transforming our agri-food systems required a holistic, coordinated and multisectoral approach.

After the presentation, Mr. Ayrım thanked Ms. Demir for her presentation, which he found very useful as it built not only on the research carried out by international organizations but also those conducted domestically.

Furthermore, Mr. Ayrım emphasized that, in light of the data from the presentation, reducing food waste could prevent many people around the world from starvation. He suggested that each country was involved in some kind of effort in connection with access to food, and as part of the global vision for the year 2030, the target was to reduce global food waste to 50%. Ayrım noted that all challenges including xenophobia, climate change, food insecurity and terrorism could be overcome if we were to keep promoting an atmosphere of dialogue across our geography.

Following Ms. Demir’s presentation, Mr. Mahmut Farajat from the Jordanian Parliament took the floor. He indicated that Jordan was overwhelmed by a series of problems, the most challenging of which would be immigration, and they were also faced with a number of setbacks related in the field of education and water resources due to migration. He suggested that they had been involved in constant conflict because of their continued solidarity with Palestine. Noting that Jordan was poor in terms of water resources, Mr. Farajat said grain deals were also vital for them and countries needed to cooperate and work together.

Following Mr. Farajat's speech, Mr. Adil Essoubai from the Moroccan House of Representatives took the floor to make some remarks. He suggested that this meeting was a key pillar for the global strategic system considering food security had become more essential than ever due to disasters, hunger, wars and pandemics, and hunger around the world had hit such high levels. Mr. Essoubai indicated that, by 2030, 660 million people would face hunger; our world was going through major changes and crises today, and due to the Ukraine-Russia war as well as Covid-19, food security was at greater risk. He noted that another trigger of the hunger crisis would be the global climate change and drought, which was further exacerbated by conflicts breaking out around the world. He went on to say that many crises could be overcome after eliminating all these challenges; each community had been striving to politically and economically address their own needs for so many years, however the problems now called for international action, and as the Kingdom of Morocco, they were willing do their part.

After Mr. Essoubai’s remarks, Mr. Jurgis Klotins from the Latvian Parliament took the floor. He suggested that Eda Demir’s presentation contained some key information and he noted that integrated agricultural systems could prove effective for promoting food security as they were scientifically based systems that could be advisable for the food chain; productivity could be boosted by maximizing production with optimal and sustainable resources. He went on to say that, located on the Baltic Coast, Latvia was a food exporter and they exported food to 150 countries around the world; resources had to be used more efficiently and excessive use of fertilizers harmed the soil. He thanked Türkiye for its diplomatic efforts for the grain deal, and noted that this was one of the most important issues of our time. Mr. Klotins wrapped up by underlining how essential equal opportunities in access to education by all were, as addressed under item 23 in the draft text.

After Mr. Klotins’s remarks, Mr. Bruno Coimbra from the Portuguese Parliament delivered a speech. He indicated that the global pandemic that broke out two years ago was now shaping our future; the war in Ukraine was also of the same nature in this respect, which dramatically revealed the vulnerabilities of our economies. Suggesting that the world was going through food and energy crises, and these crises triggered a surge in inflation and a subsequent increase in poverty, he said that food and energy security of PA-UfM member states should include everyone. Mr. Coimbra went on to say that they were closely monitoring the regional conditions, the national strategies needed to be formulated in a way that would support regional strategies and enable us to achieve our goals; that it was impossible to grow without protecting the environment and conserving natural resources; in addition to these draft recommendations addressing the need to protect and support biodiversity, eliminate pollution and promote sustainability, they also were aware of other actual problems related to water management. Finally, he underlined the essential role afforestation and forestation play in combating climate change and restoring biodiversity, and the importance of focusing on renewable energy.

After Mr. Coimbra, the representative of the Kingdom of Morocco delivered a speech. He indicated that, in the context of food security, Türkiye's initiative under the UN’s leadership needed to be appreciated; this problem was not limited to the Mediterranean, rather it was a global one which was exacerbated by the pandemic and the conflict in Ukraine, and that this problem should be addressed as necessary considering it was likely to deteriorate gradually, and they had initiated a green plan which was underpinned by their own experience.

Noting that they had turned to the southern cooperation within the framework of a strategy that covered Africa; Morocco had been leading this cooperation around Africa thanks to the experience they compiled since they gained independence; and that the Parliamentarians needed start taking a global perspective as this problem was affecting both Europe and Africa, in addition to the water problem.

After the representative of the Kingdom of Morocco, Graham Bencini from the Maltese Parliament took the floor. He started his remarks by saying that Malta was a small island in the Mediterranean; they relied heavily on sea and air transportation; and they had experienced an exponential surge in transportation costs recently, which was mainly driven by the increasing solid fuel costs. He suggested that transition to a green economy was not only a prerequisite for saving the planet, but also for us economically, especially from a financial point of view; it was not a matter of choice, but a necessity; and that we had to come up with a solution by focusing on the issue. Indicating that the global economy had been relying on solid fuels, particularly since the Second World War, Mr. Bencini suggested that a strong political will, and a change of mentality were needed. He went on to say that we had no choice but to keep up with the changes brought along by the pandemic, that the same approach needed to be taken for climate change, as well; that the transition to a greener economy needed to be fair and equitable, and this could be achieved only if we left no one behind. He concluded his remarks by noting that education was a key and indispensable element for making any region a prosperous one in every respect, and accordingly, they had established the Mediterranean Diplomatic Studies Academy in Malta.
After Mr. Bencini, a speech was delivered by Mr. Jorge Botelho from the Portuguese Parliament. He suggested that the draft recommendations addressed some of the key concerns for the Mediterranean region; that the pandemic and the war between Ukraine and Russia had aggravated the vulnerabilities of our economies, and a key challenge was ensuring economic recovery in an environmentally and socially sustainable world. Indicating that, combined with unemployment and poverty, the war and social inequality in Ukraine led to a series of major problems, Mr. Botelho explained that respect, tolerance, openness to ideas, integration, and respect for religion were essential for disseminating a culture of tolerance across our societies, which was a crucial task of our parliaments. After he wrapped up by noting that promoting coordination at the parliamentary level would greatly complement the efforts in this area, and the common challenges faced across the Mediterranean could be overcome through a coordinated and holistic approach, Mr. Botelho thanked the Turkish government for acting as a mediator and its efforts for upholding peace.

After Mr. Botelho’s remarks, Ms. Nezahat Badari from the German Parliament took the floor to deliver a speech. She explained that the issues brought along by climate change and the climate crisis were of great concern, this is why, it is vital to focus more on renewable energies, precisely for this reason, and Germany and other western countries were in a position to make required technologies available to address these issues. She went on to say that she believed that the employment initiative undertaken by the UfM and Germany in Marrakech, which was launched on May 18, 2022, together with Germany, Italy, France and Spain would prove effective by yielding an amount of €2.8 billion, and concluded her remarks by saying that they were aware how deeply the climate crisis affect people's health.

After Ms. Badari’s remarks, Ms. Julia Hoyo Belen from Spain delivered a speech. She indicated that we were effectively faced with substantial markups in prices and that this issue needed to be addressed through a common strategy; that we needed to also look out for the companies that create jobs while considering the environment, and we had to strike a balance as we proceed to deliver reforms.

Following the speeches, PA-UfM Committee Chairman Mr. Şamil Ayrım suggested that the issue of price markups was a common concern closely monitored by all countries around the world, and that it was also the case for Türkiye after some elements related to food security had changed, especially due to the pandemic. He went on to say that as Türkiye, they continued to look out for the companies that create employment, as well as the employees, and take the necessary actions, and everybody was aware of the economic problems around the world, this process would not be an easy one, yet we had to go through with it in cooperation and solidarity. He explained that, as it was evident from speeches delivered at the meeting, he believed that building such solidarity seemed truly viable. Mr. Ayrım closed the meeting after reminding the participants that text recommendations needed to be submitted by March 15, 2023, and their plan was to organize the next meeting prior to the Plenary Session to be held in Morocco, due to the Elections scheduled for May 14, 2023 in Türkiye.
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