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Recommendation of the Committee on Economic and Financial Affairs, Social Affairs and Education of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Union for the Mediterranean on Addressing Economic and Social Impacts of Common Mediterranean Challenges

The Committee on Economic and Financial Affairs, Social Affairs and Education of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Union for the Mediterranean;

A: On General Economic Outlook:
1. Expresses its concern that the pandemic and the war in Ukraine have dramatically increased vulnerabilities in our economies; stresses the urgent need to address the impact of rising energy and food prices throughout the Euro-Mediterranean Region; encourages all sides to engage in diplomacy and negotiations to end the crisis,
2. Points out that inflationary pressures caused by surging commodity and food prices may accelerate monetary policy tightening, heighten the risk of stagflation, and increase poverty and inequality in our region,
3.  Urges the UfM member countries to engage in collective and harmonized effort to tackle economic spillovers on commodity and financial markets and to re-build investor and consumer confidence, 
4. Recalls the importance of economic recovery through environmentally and socially sustainable growth which is one of the key challenges that our region is facing today,
5. Emphasizes the need for collective action to reach long-term socio-economic recovery as well as resilient, sustainable, inclusive and connected economies in the Mediterranean region by strengthening regional connectivity and economic linkages and by promoting trade facilitation between two shores of the Mediterranean, 
6. Notes the economic benefits and opportunities presented by green and digital transition processes for the best interest of the region; highlights the need for a favorable legal and regulatory framework, access to financing, capacity building and exchanges of information and good practices in this regard,

B: On Food Security:

7. Deeply concerned by the fact that diverging interests, power asymmetries, underrepresentation, inequitable market access and geopolitical conflicts in the Mediterranean Basin as well as rural poverty, import dependency and negative demographic trends in the Southern Mediterranean countries have increased the vulnerability of the highly fragile agriculture sector,

8. Calls for an accelerated transformation towards sustainable and resilient agriculture and food systems and supply chains in the Euro-Mediterranean Region; emphasizes the importance of optimizing environmental resource use along the food chain, from production to consumption,

9. Reiterates its will to reach the United Nations Sustainable Development Goal 2: Zero Hunger by 2030, which aims to end hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture,

10. Welcomes Türkiye-UN brokered Black Sea Grain Initiative that has played a pivotal role in reducing grain prices and in avoiding a global food crisis; stresses the importance of facilitating food trade without any restriction,

11. Advises member Parliaments to promote and collaborate in research, innovation and digital solutions in support of the sustainable and resilient food systems to deal with climate change and sea level rise, major challenges to food security,

C: On Employment and Job Creation:

12. Is fully aware of the fact that one of the most serious challenges in the Southern Mediterranean countries is the high unemployment rate, especially among youth and women, which can be considered an accelerator of social and political tension, and may eventually contribute irregular migration, radicalism, and violence,

13. Calls on the UfM Parliaments to adopt regulatory framework in order to implement inclusive and sustainable policies centered on employment and job creation by focusing on the socio-economic roots of unemployment in their respective countries,

14. Bears in mind that social economy, social entrepreneurship and social innovation can be adopted and promoted as a more resilient and more inclusive model for employment and job creation,

15. Underlines the necessity of transforming and updating vocational education and training programs in order to address the emerging needs of labor markets by taking into consideration the realities of today’s evolving digital and green economies,  

16. Welcomes and supports the Mediterranean Initiative for Jobs (Med4Jobs) of the UfM and its projects which seek to address structural problems regarding employment and job creation by increasing the employability of youth and women, closing the gap between labor demand and supply, and fostering entrepreneurship and private sector development in the region,

D: On Socio-Economic Development and Education:

17. Is convinced that democracy, rule of law, transparent and accountable governance are essential for the realization of social and people-oriented sustainable development, 

18. Expresses its commitment to fully respect human dignity and gender equality; recognizes the essential role of women’s empowerment in political, civil, economic, social and cultural aspects of society and in the field of social development,

19. Affirms the need for a structured dialogue between all economic actors including representatives of employers, workers and governments for a swift and meaningful recovery in the region,

20. Acknowledges the importance of supporting and encouraging small, medium-scale and rural industry and establishments by means of mobilizing local human, natural and financial resources for the achievement of national objectives of economic growth and social development,

[bookmark: _GoBack]21. Confirms that innovation should be at the center of economic and social development and should be benefited as means for economic recovery; agrees to promote innovative enterprises and mobilize all stakeholders to increase SME’s integration and resilience by supporting the introduction of new technologies, new regulations and subventions,

22. Recommends establishing proper consultation mechanisms between all PA-UfM members to share best practices in the fields of social and economic development, particularly in benefit of the least-developed countries,

23. Believes that education is the most powerful catalyst for personal, social and sustainable development, and therefore, recommends designing and implementing educational policies with the aim to equip all learners with fundamental competencies covering not only knowledge, but also social and emotional aspects, including respect to core humanitarian values and environment,

24. Calls on the member Parliaments to focus on framing proper strategies, programs, and approaches in the field of education with an aim to promote understanding, tolerance and friendship among all nations, ethnic or religious groups,

25. States that special emphasis should be given to the internationalization of higher education in the region through faculty/student mobility, exchange programs and through recognition of academic degrees and qualifications. 
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