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MINUTES
of the meeting of 30 January 2015 (10.00-13.00)
Barcelona, Spain.

The meeting opened at 10.00 with Renato Soru, Chair, in the chair.

1. Adoption of draft agenda
2. Approval of minutes of meeting of 16 October 2014

3. Chair’s announcements / 4. Exchange of views with Mr Fathallah Sijilmassi, Secretary
General of the UfM / 5. From approval to implementation - exchange of views with
Deputy Secretaries General of the UfM (Ambassador Delphine Borione, Deputy Secretary
General for Social and Civil Affairs and Teresa Ribeiro, Deputy Secretary General for
Energy) / 6 Progress report on recommendations concerning ‘the role of parliaments in the
promotion and protection of human rights’

The Committee on Political Affairs of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Union for the
Mediterranean (PA - UfM) met in Barcelona, the UfM headquarters, on 30 January 2015 with
Mr Renato Soru (European Parliament) in the chair. The meeting was held at the invitation of
Mr Sijilmassi, Secretary General of the UfM, who was also present.

The meeting, attended by 24 members representing 15 parliamentary delegations, was an
opportunity for participants to gain a better understanding of the priorities and achievements
of the UfM Secretariat and learn about its projects. Mr Sijilmassi called for more frequent
contact and better communication between the UfM Secretariat and the PA-UfM, following
the example of the three meetings of the Assembly's Committees held that week in Barcelona
(Committee on Culture [23 January 2015], Committee on Economic Affairs [26 January
2015], Committee on Political Affairs [30 January 2015]). It was necessary for the UfM to
display strong political will to ensure that the work of its Secretariat would result in the
successful implementation of the 29 projects approved by it and any of its future projects.
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A few weeks after the Paris attacks, the discussions touched on the threat of terrorism facing
Europe, the Mediterranean and the Middle East. The topic would be added to the committee's
recommendation for 2014/15, which originally focused on ‘the role of parliaments in the

promotion and protection of human rights’, so as to deal with the issues raised in greater
depth.

A number of speakers pointed out that the Israeli-Palestinian conflict continued to be a major
stumbling block for the UfM and should therefore be made a priority for the PA-UfM. In
response to a question from the Bureau of the Assembly, the committee approved, in
principle, the idea of an exploratory mission to Jerusalem focusing on places of worship, but
did not specify how it should be organised in practice. The committee also wished to raise
international awareness of the delicate humanitarian situation in the Gaza Strip and suggested
the UfM could add the reconstruction of the recently destroyed power station and water
treatment plant to its list of projects.

7. Other business
8. Date and place of next meeting

The next meeting would take place in Lisbon on 11 May 2015.

The meeting closed at 13:30.
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(Croatie); R. Horscik (Hongire); S. Beissel (Luxembourg); M.
Falzon (Malte); A. Gatazewski (Pologne); O. Thorell (Suéde);

National Parliaments MED

D. Madi, M. Benyounes, H. Laib, M; Kacem Elaid (Algérie); A.
AL-Odat, Q. Bani Hani (Jordanie); M. Benkaddour, O. Moro, A.
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Others
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3amectrunm/Suplentes/Nahradnici/Stedfortreedere/Stellvertreter/ Asenduslitkmed/AvorAnpmtés/Substitutes/Zamjenici/Suppléants/
Supplenti/Aizstaj&ji/Pavaduojantysnariai/Pottagok/Sostituti/Plaatsvervangers/Zastepcy/Membros suplentes/Supleanti/Nahradnici/
Namestniki/Varajisenet/Suppleanter/s ¥ & sliac |

EP/PE National Parliaments EU

National Parliaments MED

Others

PV\1048833EN.doc 3/6 AP101v01-00



Ha6monarenn/Observadores/Pozorovatelé/Observaterer/Beobachter/Vaatlejad/ITapatnpntéc/Observers/Observateurs/Promatraci/
Osservatori/Noverotaji/Stebétojai/Megfigyelok/Osservaturi/ Waarnemers/Obserwatorzy/Observadores/Observatori/Pozorovatelia/

Opazovalci/Tarkkailijat/Observatorer/() s:8)_ll

S. Bajhti (Consulat Algérie Barcelone); H. Rogel Fuchs (Ambassade Israél Madrid); H. Sari Asp (Consulat Turquie Barcelone);

CsBer/Consejo/Rada/Radet/Rat/Noukogu/Zvpupovrio/Council/Conseil/Vije¢e/Consiglio/Padome/Taryba/Tanacs/Kunsill/Raad/
Conselho/Consiliu/Svet/Neuvosto/Rédeth;.'}J}y‘ R EN JEMENS *)

Komucust/Comision/Komise/Kommissionen/Kommission/Euroopa Komisjon/Emitpor)/Commission/Komisija/Commissione/Bizottsag/
Kummissjoni/Commissie/Komisja/Comissdo/Comisie/Komisia/Komissio/Kommissionen/Ax 5 ) 5¥) 4rca séall ()

EBponeticka ciry>x0a 3a BpHIIHA JeliHocT/Servicio Europeo de Accion Exterior/Evropska sluzba pro vnéjsi ¢innost/ EU-
Udenrigstjenesten/Européischer Auswirtiger Dienst/Euroopa vilisteenistus/Evponaikn Yanpeoio EEntepucnc Apdong/European
External Action service/Service européen pour l'action extérieure/Europska sluzba za vanjsko djelovanje/Servizio europeo per 1’azione
esterna/Eiropas Argjas darbibas dienests/Europos iSorés veiksmy tarnyba/Eurépai Kiiliigyi Szolgélat/Servizz Ewropew ghall-Azzjoni
Esterna/Europese dienst voor extern optreden/Europejska Stuzba Dziatan Zewngtrznych/Servigo Europeu para a Acgdo Externa/
Serviciul european pentru actiune externa/Eurdpska sluzba pre vonkajsiu ¢innost/Evropska sluzba za zunanje delovanje/Euroopan

ulkosuhdehallinto/Europeiska avdelningen for yttre étgéird/@))}m @JBJ‘ Jaall A3 *)

Jpyru yaactauim/Otros participantes/Ostatni ucastnici/Endvidere deltog/Andere Teilnehmer/Muud osalejad/Eniong [apovtec/
Other participants/Autres participants/Drugi sudionici/Altri partecipanti/Citi klatesosie/Kiti dalyviai/Mas résztvevok/ Partecipanti
ohra/Andere aanwezigen/Inni uczestnicy/Outros participantes/Alti participanti/Ini i€astnici/Drugi udelezenci/Muut osallistujat/

Ovriga deltagare/cy s A Y & 5S Lall

1. Sadat (Sénat belge) ; S. Alexandrova (Assemblée Nationale bulgare); M. Straka (Parlement croate) ; K. Puncsak (Assemblée Nationale
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