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of the meeting of 8 February 2014, 1o.30-12.30 

Dead Sea, Jordan 

The meeting opened at 10.30 on Saturday, 8 February 2014 with Tokia Saïfi (Chair) in the 

chair. 

1. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted. 

 

2. Approval of minutes of meeting of 7 November 2013 (Brussels) 

The minutes were approved. 

 

3. Chair’s announcements 

The Chair recalled that the Political Affairs Committee had closely followed and supported 

the democratic transitions in the Southern Mediterranean. On 26 January 2014, Tunisia had 

adopted its new constitution following a painful political process marked by struggle, crisis 

and political killings. The Chair saw this new constitution as a significant step forward to a 

democratic and plural Tunisia enriched by its history. She was confident that other countries 

would study it closely. 

The Chair took the presence of Tunisian colleagues as an opportunity to engage in an 

exchange of views on Tunisia, based on the first-hand accounts of those who had been 

directly involved in the constitutional process. 

She gave the floor to Ms Merai-Friaa, who said that she hoped Tunisia could serve as an 

example rather than an exception. The members enthusiastically welcomed the Tunisian 

constitution, considering it a major achievement. The debate focused on the regional impact 
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of the Tunisian constitution, the need to effectively support economic recovery and the 

importance of maintaining close links between the parliament and Tunisian civil society.  

Ms Durant, Vice-President of the European Parliament, gave an account of the constitutional 

ceremony in Tunis, which she had attended in lieu of President Schulz, and stressed the 

challenges ahead, particularly the electoral law and elections.  

 

4. Adoption of the draft recommendation on asset recovery and efforts to tackle 

corruption in Europe and North Africa post 2011 

The Commission looked at 20 proposed amendments to the recommendation and changed its 

title to ‘asset recovery and efforts to tackle corruption in Europe and the Southern 

Mediterranean post-2011’. The text of the recommendation (annexed to these minutes) was 

adopted by consensus. 

 

5. Exchange of views on the theme of the 2014/2015 work programme 

The Chair invited members to submit their suggestions for the theme of the Political Affairs 

Committee’s 2014/2015 work programme to the Secretariat by the end of March 2014. 

 

6. Other business 

The Palestinian delegation wished to include the Palestinian question on the agenda for 

plenary and was concerned that the focus on Syrian refugees and the Tunisian constitution 

would sideline the Middle East’s central problem. With this in mind, it presented an oral 

declaration by Mr Qubaa which it asked the Political Affairs Committee to adopt. 

The Chair recalled that this did not comply with the PA-UfM internal rules of procedure and 

proposed that Mr Qubaa’s text be submitted to the enlarged Bureau at its meeting at 18.00 

that same day.  

 

7. Date and place of next meeting 

Owing to the European elections, the European Parliament would not be in a position to 

organise a meeting of the Political Affairs Committee before the summer. Members would be 

informed of a meeting date in the autumn as soon as possible. 

The meeting closed at 12.30. 
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